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Hope pACKS

Every single HOPE Pack is carefully and 
lovingly assembled by adults who have 
disabilities at our campuses in Palos 
Heights and Orland Park, Illinois.
25,818 International HOPE Packs (school 
supplies) distributed to Peru, Dominican 
Republic, Tanzania, and India.
6,944 Domestic HOPE Packs were  
distributed to 17 schools and through five 
partner organizations, including Children’s 
Hunger Fund, Roseland Christian Ministries, 
Chicagoland Prison Outreach, Christ Cares, 
and Faith and Action.
212,811 Food HOPE Packs distributed  
around the Chicago area, and sent to Mexico 
and Haiti.
1,481 Military HOPE Packs distributed to 
American armed forces personnel around 
our world.

247,054
HOPE PACKS

FroM tHe preSIDeNt

This report is ultimately a testimony of God’s grace. Grace, the 
unmerited favor of God, is as real and profound for Elim as an 
organization as it is personally for those of us who serve or are 
being served at Elim. 

One of our core values at Elim is that every one of us as God’s 
image-bearers has value and purpose. As recipients we receive 
and experience God’s grace, as conduits we reflect and trans-
mit God’s grace to the world around us. This has profound  
significance for who we are and what we do:

• When a student takes their first step, when even a simple  
improvement in communication changes their world, it  
testifies to the goodness of God.

• When thousands of partners across the country faithfully 
support Elim in so many different ways, it is evidence of 
God’s provision.

• When an Elim vision birthed in the heart of a pastor and his 
wife over 68 years ago grows to include a global footprint, it  
is a manifestation of God’s faithfulness.

• When an expanding HOPE Packs network provides more  
opportunities for Elim’s adults to serve and minister to the 
needs of others, it is God’s grace not only working in us, but 
through us. 

• When grace teaches us to look at what someone can do and 
not at what they cannot do, we begin to see each other as 
co-laborers in God’s Kingdom. 

• When the world sees in Elim a community that not only  
helps those with disabilities but where everyone actively  
participates in the work of God’s Kingdom, God’s grace  
shines brightly. 

Our prayer at Elim is that this report points all of us to a  
grace-filled God who gives us the privilege of co-laboring in 
His Kingdom. As you read through this report, may you be 
blessed and encouraged to know that God is on the move, 
that He is using you, and that He is using Elim as a unique and 
powerful instrument of His grace. 

Thank you, and to God be the Glory.

Bill Lodewyk 
President, Elim Christian Services



CAMpUS IMpACt

269 children with disabilities received 
a Christ-centered special education in 
one of our Children’s Services programs, 
including:
•	183 students in our general special 

education program for students as 
young as age 3, on up to students who 
are preparing for graduation

•	76	students in our individualized and 
comprehensive program for students 
who have autism

224 adults with disabilities received 
vocational, therapeutic, and educational 
services through volunter and community 
integration activities to achieve their 
highest God-given potential.
400 students are served and equipped 
beyond Elim’s campuses through partner 
organizations and schools.

GLoBAL IMpACt

Elim has been called to equip schools 
and organizations, both around the  
corner and on the other side of the 
world, to serve and equip people with 
disabilities who do not attend one of 
Elim’s two campuses.
15 schools in four states partnered with 
Elim’s national outreach services to  
support students in local Christian 
schools around the United States.
8 ministry leaders and organizations in 
eight countries learn and share  
alongside Elim and benefit from almost 
70 years of special education expertise. 
1 “Elim Academy” has been created 
to prepare our staff and community 
partners to better equip people with 
disabilities.

pArtNerSHIpS

Elim depends on financial partners,  
ministry partners, accreditations, and 
mutual learning to accomplish the  
mission God has given to us. You are 
part of that mission:

650 volunteers helped Elim host 
events, helped clean Elim’s campus,  
participated in HOPE Packs assembly, 
and became friends and co-laborers with 
Elim students and adults.

72 volunteers spread the word about 
Elim to their churches and communities.

Elim partners with over 45 churches, 
organizations, and ministries by  
providing volunteers from Elim who are 
blessing people in surrounding  
communities.

900
FAMILIES

8
COUNTRIES

68
MINISTRY PARTNERS



“Lily loves school,” her mom, Ashley, recently 
shared. “When we walk up to Elim’s door,  
Lily starts smiling and giggling. Everyone 
knows Lily and greets her by name. She  
also receives the specialized education and  
opportunities that she needs to succeed.”
Lily is a 4-year-old, 25-pound, wonderful, happy, and  
energetic little girl. She loves music and is able to crawl 
and pull herself to a standing position. Right now, Lily is 

learning to use a walker at Elim, and her parents are  
hopeful that someday soon she will learn to walk  
independently.  

Because Lily does not communicate verbally, staff is  
helping her use a specialized device to express her thoughts. 
She is using the device to choose songs during circle time, 

greet her peers, and comment on lessons.  

Lily’s progress is evident to all, and her entire  
family is giving thanks that God brought them to 
Elim. “I feel like Elim is a family. I love the  
environment,” says Ashley. “Lily is our only child, 
and her having special needs is obviously hard at 
times and can make us feel a bit isolated. The  
staff and all of the other families you meet  
understand what you are going through, which is so 
encouraging. As her mom, I want to see Lily happy. 

We want her to reach her utmost potential! We 100% 
agree with Elim’s mission and we’re certain it will help 

Lily to become who God created her to be!”

269 students came to Elim for 
the best in special education, 
therapy, and opportunities.

eLIM eMBrACeS LILY  
AND Her FAMILY

The specialized programming and  
opportunities that help Lily discover her 

calling are possible because of your  
generous support! Thank you!



Impact
At thE momEnt of ELizAbEth’S 
birth my LifE WAS chAngEd 
forEvEr. EMOTIONS OF SORROW, 
PAIN, GUILT, ANd ULTIMATELY jOY 
WERE HEIGHTENEd. AS SHE LAY 
HELPLESS, I BECAME AWARE OF 
TRAITS IN MYSELF THAT I NEvER 
KNEW ExISTEd. I BECAME STRONG,  
COURAGEOUS, ANd BRAvE. EAch 
bAby StEp ShE took, EAch 
miLEStonE ShE mEt  
bEcAmE A hErcuLEAn  
AchiEvEmEnt. ShE not onLy 
chAngEd my LifE but ShE 
SAvEd my LifE. WhEn you’rE 
Living it you don’t SEE it, but 

GoD HAD A pLAN.

When she was placed at Elim, my first reaction was 
devastation that my school district could not meet 
her needs. Once enrolled, Elim changed both our 
lives. We both became a part of the Elim family. 
Each day Elim staff would care for my Elizabeth with 
dozens of eyes, hands, and hearts surrounding her, 
helping her reach her God-given potential. Elim 
guided my life as well as I became part of the  
teaching staff. Our years at Elim have been  
bountiful, healing, and evolving. Elim has helped 
me produce a beautiful, loving, caring young 
woman. I am eternally grateful for all the open  
arms and loving hearts that changed the course of 
our lives forever.

- Amy Lee, mother of Elizabeth,  
a 2016 Elim Christian Services graduate

We are 
CHrISt-CeNtereD
We believe everyone has
VALUe & pUrpoSe

We are a
LeArNING & SHArING

community

20% 32%371,280 of families  
in the  
United States 
include  

someone who lives with a disability.

percent of Elim  
students have a  
primary diagnosis 
of autism.hours of services provided in the school.

report



40 years! That’s how long Robert and his mom, 
Barb, have been part of Elim’s family. Barb  
remembers loading 5-year-old Robert onto the 
bus and celebrating. 

“before Elim, robert would cry 
when he got on the bus. but once he 
switched to Elim, he could not wait to 
get to school. robert’s happiness  
about Elim has never stopped.  
Almost 40 years later, he loves to come 
home and see us, but he’s  
always so eager to return to Elim.”

Barb knows God unquestionably led Robert to Elim 
and has been so thankful for the role it has played in 
both their lives. “When Robert’s dad passed away, he 
was only 15 years old. Robert was so upset that he 
became aggressive. I didn’t know how to help him.  
In desperation, I called his teacher at Elim. He said, 
‘Please send him to school tomorrow,’ so I did. The 
calm, peaceful boy who returned home on the Elim 
bus the next day was a different child. I don’t know 
how they calmed him down, but I am still so thank-
ful to Elim for helping us through that difficult time. 
There is nothing more important to me than knowing 
Robert is happy and safe. Elim has partnered with us 
to ensure he is.”  

robert found his community of love 
and encouragement at elim, and your 
gifts make that possible!

eLIM: A SAFe pLACe For GroWtH

adults with  
disabilities came 
to Elim each day 

for the best in vocational, community, 
and learning opportunities.

adults participated in 
Elim’s socialized senior 
care program for adults 

who are at or above the retirement age.
224 25

hours of services provided in Elim’s 
Adult Services program.

333,312



eLIM propeLS erIC to 
CHASe HIS DreAMS

Impact

Eric Marquardt had big dreams. “Ever since I was a baby, 
sick on life support, I had a dream to go to Disney. When my 
mother put the Mickey ears on me at 3 years old, I knew God 
had a plan for me. I have gone through many obstacles to get 
here. I was on a ‘mission from God.’” 
Eric worked hard to achieve his dreams, attending Elim from 
1999-2004. He credits Elim with teaching him valuable skills 
and helping him build relationships with teachers who have 
stayed by his side. As graduation was nearing, several of 
Elim’s teachers prepared Eric for college testing, visiting  
colleges, and taking the ACT. His mom had hoped he could 
attend college, but she credits Elim teachers with instilling the 
confidence in Eric to actually succeed. While he appreciated 
the academic guidance, his self-confidence was bolstered  
because, “They believed in me!”
After graduating from Elim, Eric was accepted to Lincoln  
College in Bloomington, Illinois, and graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in liberal arts in December of 2012. Eric applied for 
and completed an internship at Walt Disney World.
The internship was so successful that Eric now works in  

costuming at several of the parks at Walt Disney World. 
Eric chased his dreams and gained the skills and con-

fidence he needed along the way, thanks to your 
support. Today, he is a happy member  

of the Disney World team, and we are  
grateful we had the opportunity to be  

a part of his story.

you can help support Elim as we equip  
individuals with disabilities to achieve their  
god-given potential. your gifts to Elim provide 
people like Eric with opportunities to dream big  
and realize those dreams!

Robert enjoys a wide variety of activities 
at Elim each day. He spends most morn-
ings working in Elim’s vocational center. 
He loves traveling into the community 
and loves volunteering at a local church 
with his Elim friends. Robert loves music, 
singing in Elim’s show choir, and proudly 
creates scrapbooks in computer class 
detailing his favorite artists.

“Elim provides a place for Robert to 
thrive,” his case manager shares. “He’s  
so happy at Elim. He enjoys building  
relationships with peers and staff  
members. He does well in structured 
activities, and Elim provides him with so 
many opportunities to get involved and 
pursue his own individual interests. 

Robert is naturally friendly and interactive. 
Elim provides him with a high quality  
of life and place where he can use  
his gifts.”

“i am still so thankful 
to Elim for helping us 
through that difficult time. 
there is nothing more im-
portant to me than know-
ing robert is happy and 
safe. Elim has partnered 
with us to ensure he is.”

report



The story of the Beloved Son Center, in Cairo, Egypt, 
is rooted in heartache. “We had a disabled child who 
passed away,” founder Wafaa Fayez shares. “The Lord 
put it on my heart to start this ministry. We didn’t know 
how to begin, but we did anyway. The Lord told me that 
he would send us kids, and he did.”

Through an Elim parent, Wafaa learned of Elim and a 
partnership was formed. Elim Outreach staff walks  
alongside Wafaa, providing resource suggestions and 
best practices, helping to identify appropriate  
curriculum, and answering questions as they arise.

Wafaa believes the connection of the Beloved Son  
Center and Elim is God-ordained. “Elim helps us  
understand how to help people with their different  
disabilities. We love to have this connection because 
experience regarding working with children with  
disabilities, especially autism, is limited. Elim  
connects us to resources and curriculums to help us.”

Elim Outreach pursues Elim’s mission on a global scale. 
By providing coaching and training to special educators 
worldwide, Elim’s impact is multiplied. More lives are 
changed and blessed, especially in areas where  
programs for children with disabilities are scarce.  

Both Elim Outreach staff and the staff at the Beloved Son 
Center are eager to see God’s grace in action through 
their partnership. “We considered this connection  
as God’s hand,” Wafaa explains. “Our expectations 
are great. God took us to Elim, and this connection is 
something from the Lord, not from us. May the Lord use 
this connection in a wonderful way, for the benefit of the 
children we serve.”

Impact
report

BeAUtY rISeS FroM tHe ASHeS
IN tHe MIDSt oF GrIeF, eLIM’S MISSIoN IMpACtS A CoMMUNItY

Elim Outreach provides opportunity for sharing  
Elim’s knowledge and expertise with other educators 
across the globe. Will you partner with us in this mission?

Number of Schools and Ministries Impacted by Elim Outreach: 23 
Number of Countries Impacted by Elim Outreach: 8
Number of National Outreach Schools: 15 



“i LovE Working on hopE 
pAckS. WHEN I dO IT, I KNOW 
I’M HELPING WITH KIdS. HOPE 
PACKS IS MY FAvORITE THING 
TO dO BECAUSE I KNOW IT 
BRINGS HAPPINESS TO  
OTHERS. i LovE tALking 
With pEopLE And tELLing 
thEm About god. hopE 
pAckS hELpS mE do thAt.”

– MICHAEL, ELIM AdULT 

HOPE Packs provides Elim adults with difficult to find, meaningful work.  
your support, coupled with their efforts, has resulted in hundreds of  
thousands of school supply, food, and military packs for people worldwide.  
god has called and equipped each person to respond to his calling – you are 
equipping His children to serve and build His Kingdom through HOPE Packs.
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Support & other revenue FY 2015-2016 FY 2016-017 
Public Fees   18,879,684   19,225,400 
Private Fees   452,150   476,600 
Partnership   397,739   381,200 
Sales   25,681   6,000 

Gifts   2,803,642  2,808,500 
Other Support   50,812   30,600 
Elim Foundation   100,000   40,000 

Donations and Grants 2,954,454 2,879,100
Total Revenue   22,709,708   22,968,300 

eXpenSeS 
Wages and Personnel Costs  17,856,077  18,416,000 
Occupancy, Buildings and Grounds   1,133,006 1,140,600  
Consumables and Supplies  401,639  421,200  
Transportation   401,029  407,700   
Other Expenses  1,504,376 1,368,200 
Total Expenditures   21,296,127  21,753,700 

net aSSet activity 
Opening balance 3,053,772  4,499,425
   Results from Operations  1,413,581  1,214,600
   Fixed Asset and Debt Service activity  (75,062)
   Restricted Gift Activity  107,134 
Ending Balance  4,499,425 5,714,025

PROJECTED

Financial Statements 2015-2016

annuaL coMpariSonS
YEAR REVENUE (in millions) EXPENSES

2016 $22.7   $21.3

2015  $24.2  $21.6

2014  $22.6  $22.5

2013  $22.7  $22.6

2012  $21.1  $20.7

2011  $20.2  $20.1

revenue
DOnaTiOns anD GRanTs 
$2,954,454
PRiVaTE TuiTiOn anD  
   OThER FEEs 
$452,150
salEs anD PaRTnERshiPs 
$423,420
PuBliC FEEs 
$18,879,684

eXpenSeS
PERsOnnEl anD BEnEFiTs 
$17,856,077
BuilDinGs anD GROunDs 
$1,133,006
COnsuMMaBlEs anD  
    suPPliEs 
$401,639
TRansPORTaTiOn 
$401,029
OThER ExPEnsEs 
$1,504,376

WHAt IS 
pLANNeD 
GIVING?

Planned gifts allow individuals to leave a legacy. Some planned gifts allow givers to still meet 
their current income needs and provide for their heirs – all while blessing children and adults with 
disabilities at Elim. 

Planned gifts allow Elim to plan for the future and operate effectively in the present. These 
gifts also allow the giver to make a larger contribution than they may have thought 

possible, save on estate taxes, and reduce capital gains taxes.  

Your planned gift to Elim will directly change lives! Consider leaving Elim 
a gift in your will and testament or through a gift of stock, real estate, 
business interests, farm commodities, life insurance, or tangible,  
personal property.

It’s very easy to make a planned gift! Elim’s partner agency, The Barnabas 
Foundation, would love to provide you with no-pressure, easy information. Call 

them today at 1-888-448-3040 for more information on creating a legacy.

 

13020 S. Central Ave. 
Palos Heights, IL 60463 

708-293-6509  n  www.elimcs.org


